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[source interpretation]. 
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Assessment task 
 
 
The African Slave Trade 
 
1.  Match the slave trades routes A 

to F on the map to the following 
descriptions:      [6] 

1.1 Ancient route, before the colonial 
era. 

1.2 West African route dominated by 
Arab traders. 

1.3 Routes out of Zanzibar. 
1.4 Part of the ‘triangular trade’. 
1.5 By far the biggest trade. 
1.6 The last route to be shut 

down in the colonial era. 
 
2.1 What three crops in particular 

led to the massive expansion of 
the slave trade in the 17th 
century?     [3] 

  
2.2 Which trade route A to F supplied 

slaves for this purpose?   [1] 
 
3.1 What farming system of these 

crops promoted the use of 
slaves?   [1] 

 
3.2 Briefly explain this farming system’s methods.    [4] 
 
4. Which two colonial era personalities did the most to expose the  

cruelties of the slave trade?        [2] 
 
5.1 In what year did the British outlaw slavery?     [1] 
5.2 Several other countries, such as Denmark, abandoned or outlawed slavery 

before Britain. Why did the action by the British have a bigger impact than  
those of other countries?       [2] 

 
6. The slave trade of West Africa is often described as being part of the  

Triangular Trade. What was the ‘Triangular Trade’? What goods were  
traded in each of the three parts of the triangular trade?   [6] 

 
7. Before the colonial era, people of many different regions and ethnic groups  

were forced into slavery. Why did the colonial era slavery focus on Black  
Africa?          [4] 



Read the following three resources and answer the questions that follow. 
 
Resource 1 Elikia M’bokolo, April 1998, wrote: 
 
 “The African continent was bled of its human resources via all possible routes. 

Across the Sahara, through the Red Sea, from the Indian Ocean ports and 
across the Atlantic. At least ten centuries of slavery for the benefit of the Muslim 
countries (from the ninth to the nineteenth centuries). Four million slaves 
exported via the Red Sea, another four million through the Swahili ports of the 
Indian Ocean, perhaps as many as nine million along the trans-Saharan caravan 
route, and 16 million across the Atlantic Ocean.” 

 
Resource 2 David Livingstone wrote of the East African trade: 
 
 “To overdraw its evils is a simple impossibility.... We passed a slave woman shot 

or stabbed through the body and lying on the path. [Onlookers] said an Arab who 
passed early that morning had done it in anger at losing the price he had given 
for her, because she was unable to walk any longer. We passed a woman tied by 
the neck to a tree and dead.... We came upon a man dead from starvation.... The 
strangest disease I have seen in this country seems really to be broken-
heartedness, and it attacks free men who have been captured and made slaves.” 

Resource 3 The King of Bonny (now in Nigeria) was not happy that slavery ended and 
said: 

“We think this trade must go on. That is the verdict of our oracle and the priests. 
They say that your country (Great Britain), however great, can never stop a trade 
ordained by God himself.” 

 
 
8. Draw a bar chart to illustrate the slave trade. Use a scale of 0.5 cm to  

represent 1 million people.       [8] 
 
9. What was the impact of moving so many people out of Africa on Africa  

as a whole?         [5] 
 
10.1 Who did David Livingstone work for?      [1] 
10.2 How did he spread the message against slavery?    [2] 
 
11.1 Why were African rulers such as the King of Bonny unhappy to see the  

end of the slave trade?       [2] 
11.2 While slavery as a massive organised trade was a feature of the colonial  

era, slavery still continues today organised by criminal syndicates. What  
are the main uses of slaves today?       [2] 

         Total = 50 marks 
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Suggested Solutions 
 
 
1.1 C 
1.2 B 
1.3 D, E 
1.4 A 
1.5 A 
1.6 D 
 
2.1 Tobacco, sugar and cotton 
  
2.2 A 
 
3.1 Plantation farming.  
3.2 Farms were very large, using a large amount of labour (slaves) to do the work by 

hand. In this way the farm owner became wealthy, while the slaves lived in 
terrible conditions. Many of the slave owners claimed to treat their slaves well, 
but the fact remains that they were captive, with no lives of their own. 

 
4. William Wilberforce and David Livingstone.  
 
5.1 1807 (In 1823 slavery was abolished throughout the British Empire.) 
5.2 Once Britain abolished slavery, they used their powerful navy to stop slave ships 

from operating. 
 
6. The Triangular Trade was a three-part trade from Africa to the Americas (slaves); 

from the Americas to Europe (raw materials, most notably sugar, tobacco and 
cotton) and from Europe to the colonies (manufactured goods). 

 
7. The European colonialists believed that Africans were inferior and were not 

capable of civilisation. They therefore could see no wrong in using Africans as 
slaves. 

 
8.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. As many of the slaves were the biggest strongest people, Africa lost a huge 
human resource. The breakdown of civil society, the ‘loss of heart’ and the fear 
and distrust of Arab and European people all held Africa’s development back. 

 
10.1 London Missionary Society 
10.2 He published journals of his travels through Africa in which he described the 

terrible conditions brought about by slavery. 
 
11.1 Many African rulers benefited from slavery, becoming wealthy by selling other 

Africans into slavery. 
11.2  Personal servants, including sex slaves. 
 


